share of indemnities in the case of movable possessions (12.1%) and buildings (2.5%) was higher. In the years 1975-1986 their share fell to 2.1% and 1.9% respectively. Lower losses in root plants, cereals, buildings and movable property indicate a greater threat in areas of extensive cultivation, which is advantageous.
The analysis of the trend of changes of intensity indices of flood damage and losses in rural areas has revealed that damage to cereals shows a declining trend, which is advantageous (Table 1) . Great fluctuations of changes, having no clear-cut direction, reveal the most widespread damage comprising grasses of meadows and pastures. Damage to movable possessions shows a decreasing tendency to the largest extent. However, a conspicuous increase in damage to root crops and rural buildings is disadvantageous. It is hard to find out univocal causes of a considerable fall of damage to movable possessions after 1971: was it the effect of a more rigid insurance policy in accepting indemnity claims, or of a better protection of peasant property, which is more difficult in case of less movable objects, i.e. buildings and crops. Hydrologic data show that floods occur most often in southern Poland, in the catchments of the Upper Vistula and Odra. The rivers in this area are characterized by the greatest variability of daily discharges (Dynowska 1989) . This is the area where the largest annual precipitation totals occur and where summer precipitation is most often very heavy. Great differences in the terrain levels and small soil permeability cause a more intensive surface water runoff.
In the years 1960-1974 nearly 50% of total value of indemnities for the flood losses were paid in south-eastern Poland (the former Cracow, Rzeszow, Kielce and Lublin voivodships). In Cracow voivodship, the intensity of damage to buildings was four times higher, while in crops and movable possessions it doubled the country average.
On The lowest flood losses in rural areas occurred in northern Poland as well as on the south-eastern Highlands, which are climatically and geomorphologically less endangered by floods (Fig.l) .
In rence in the future is likely to have severe effects for the farmers. Liquidation of compulsory crop insurance and the increasing of premiums, as well as difficulties in selling agricultural products made the majority of farms abandon insurance (it is continued by only several thousand farms in the PZU). In view of high interest on bank credits, reconstruction of the farm after a successive flood might become a severe problem.
